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ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Laufer; Pinchus M. 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Morgan & Finnegan LLP Brandt; Jeffrey L. 
ABSTRACT: 

The present invention is a method and apparatus for effectuating bilateral buyer- 
driven commerce. The present invention allows prospective buyers of goods and 
services to communicate a binding purchase offer globally to potential sellers, for 
sellers conveniently to search for relevant buyer purchase offers, and for sellers 
potentially to bind a buyer to a contract based on the buyer's purchase offer. In a 
preferred embodiment, the apparatus of the present invention includes a controller 
which receives binding purchase offers from prospective buyers. The controller 
makes purchase offers available globally to potential sellers. Potential sellers 
then have the option to accept a purchase offer and thus bind the corresponding 
buyer to a contract. The method and apparatus of the present invention have 
applications on the Internet as well as conventional communications systems such as 
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voice telephony. 
4 4 Claims, 20 Drawing figures 
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An apparatus, method, and program for determining a price of an option to purchase 
an airline ticket, and for facilitating the sale and exercise of those options. By 
purchasing an option, a customer can lock in a specified airfare without tying up 
his money and without risking the loss of the ticket price if his travel plans 
change. Pricing of the options may be based on departure location criteria, 
destination location criteria, and travel criteria. 

28 Claims, 6 Drawing figures 



ABSTRACT: 



http://westbrs:9000Mn/gate.^ 3/8/04 



WEST Refine Search 



Page 1 of 2 



Refine Search 



Search Results 



Terms 


Documents 


58901 38.uref. 


56 



US Pre-Grant Publication Full-Text Database 

US Patents Full-Text Database 

US OCR Full-Text Database 

EPO Abstracts Database 

J PO Abstracts Database 

Derwent World Patents Index 

IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletins 



Database: 



Search: 




Search History 



DATE: Monday, March 08, 2004 Printable Copy Create Case 



Set Name Query Hit Count Set Name 

side by side result set 

DB=PGPB,USPT,USOC,EPAB,JPAB,DWPI,TDBD; PLUR=YES; OP=OR 

Lll 58901 38.uref. 56 LU 

L10 606498 l.uref. 11 L10 

DB=USPT; PLUR=YES; OP=OR 

L9 5890138.pn. 1 L9 

L8 5905975.pn. 1 L8 

L7 5950176.pn. 1 L7 

L6 59501 77.pn. 1 L6 

L5 59501 78.pn. 1 L5 

DB=PGPB, USPT, USOC,EPAB,JPAB,DWPI, TDBD; PLUR=YES; OP=OR 

L4 6035289.pn. 2 L4 

L3 606498 l.pn. 2 L3 

L2 5797127.pn. 2 L2 

LI 5794207.pn. 2 U 



http://westbrs:9000/bin/cgi-bin/PreSearch.pl 



3/8/04 



